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Trait 1: Creation of Arguments and the Use of Evidence 
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Taxation and Review Stimulus Material 
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Sample Response – Trait 1 

Response 4 
 
We have 2 opposing viewpoints from Representative Walls and a citizen and business owner, 
Alice Jenkins, concerning using tax dollars to expand a highway from 2 lanes to 4 lanes. 
 
I feel Jenkins has the better argument supported by common sense and enough data to win her 
the argument. 
 
Walls held town meetings to discuss whether to expand a highway through her district and 
possibilities that this expansion would help the unemployment caused by 2 businesses closing 
down. Walls argues that the highway means jobs for construction and restaurants and motels 
and gas stations will pop up to make permanent jobs after the construction is complete. Does 
using tax payer dollars to build and expand a highway make up for 2 businesses being lost and 
jobs going with them? 
 
As Jenkins points out, only minimum wage jobs will be available from the business that Walls 
describes will come to town. She argues these minimum wage jobs will not be enough to 
replace the jobs that left with the camera place and the auto place. 
 
Too many times politicians think that minimum wage jobs are good jobs, which they are not. No 
one can live on minimum wage. Most would rather live on unemployment or move to another 
city with good jobs. The representative quotes a 2001 study that says that a bypass reduces 
traffic flow and congestion in towns by 75% which Jenkins agrees with but in the same study it 
says the bypass has a negative impact on local businesses. 
 
Jenkins points out that if State money were used in the construction, the voters would have 
voted it down but since the federal government is involved, she feels the tax money could be 
used wise. 
 
Jenkins correctly points out that this highway project is just a band aid on the scar left by the 2 
businesses closing their doors. 
 
Although the Walls is trying to bring some jobs to the community, it seems it is just a temporary 
fix and should concentrate on a better, more permanent solution. 
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Trait 2 – Development of Ideas and Organizational Structure 
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Sample Response – Trait 2 

Response 4 
 
We have 2 opposing viewpoints from Representative Walls and a citizen and business owner, 
Alice Jenkins, concerning using tax dollars to expand a highway from 2 lanes to 4 lanes. 
 
I feel Jenkins has the better argument supported by common sense and enough data to win her 
the argument. 
 
Walls held town meetings to discuss whether to expand a highway through her district and 
possibilities that this expansion would help the unemployment caused by 2 businesses closing 
down. Walls argues that the highway means jobs for construction and restaurants and motels 
and gas stations will pop up to make permanent jobs after the construction is complete. Does 
using tax payer dollars to build and expand a highway make up for 2 businesses being lost and 
jobs going with them? 
 
As Jenkins points out, only minimum wage jobs will be available from the business that Walls 
describes will come to town. She argues these minimum wage jobs will not be enough to 
replace the jobs that left with the camera place and the auto place. 
 
Too many times politicians think that minimum wage jobs are good jobs, which they are not. No 
one can live on minimum wage. Most would rather live on unemployment or move to another 
city with good jobs. The representative quotes a 2001 study that says that a bypass reduces 
traffic flow and congestion in towns by 75% which Jenkins agrees with but in the same study it 
says the bypass has a negative impact on local businesses. 
 
Jenkins points out that if State money were used in the construction, the voters would have 
voted it down but since the federal government is involved, she feels the tax money could be 
used wise. 
 
Jenkins correctly points out that this highway project is just a band aid on the scar left by the 2 
businesses closing their doors. 
 
Although the Walls is trying to bring some jobs to the community, it seems it is just a temporary 
fix and should concentrate on a better, more permanent solution. 
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Trait 3 – Clarity and Command of Standard English Conventions 
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Sample Response – Trait 3 

Response 4 
 
We have 2 opposing viewpoints from Representative Walls and a citizen and business owner, 
Alice Jenkins, concerning using tax dollars to expand a highway from 2 lanes to 4 lanes. 
 
I feel Jenkins has the better argument supported by common sense and enough data to win her 
the argument. 
 
Walls held town meetings to discuss whether to expand a highway through her district and 
possibilities that this expansion would help the unemployment caused by 2 businesses closing 
down. Walls argues that the highway means jobs for construction and restaurants and motels 
and gas stations will pop up to make permanent jobs after the construction is complete. Does 
using tax payer dollars to build and expand a highway make up for 2 businesses being lost and 
jobs going with them? 
 
As Jenkins points out, only minimum wage jobs will be available from the business that Walls 
describes will come to town. She argues these minimum wage jobs will not be enough to 
replace the jobs that left with the camera place and the auto place. 
 
Too many times politicians think that minimum wage jobs are good jobs, which they are not. No 
one can live on minimum wage. Most would rather live on unemployment or move to another 
city with good jobs. The representative quotes a 2001 study that says that a bypass reduces 
traffic flow and congestion in towns by 75% which Jenkins agrees with but in the same study it 
says the bypass has a negative impact on local businesses. 
 
Jenkins points out that if State money were used in the construction, the voters would have 
voted it down but since the federal government is involved, she feels the tax money could be 
used wise. 
 
Jenkins correctly points out that this highway project is just a band aid on the scar left by the 2 
businesses closing their doors. 
 
Although the Walls is trying to bring some jobs to the community, it seems it is just a temporary 
fix and should concentrate on a better, more permanent solution. 
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GED Ready Extended Response Score Report – Trait 1 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gedtestingservice.com/


  

GED Testing Service® | www.GEDtestingservice.com 12 
© Copyright 2019 GED Testing Service LLC. All rights reserved. 

GED Ready Extended Response Score Report – Trait 2 
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GED Ready Extended Response Score Report – Trait 3 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gedtestingservice.com/


  

GED Testing Service® | www.GEDtestingservice.com 14 
© Copyright 2019 GED Testing Service LLC. All rights reserved. 

GED RLA Extended Response - Essential Resources 

https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/classroom_materials/ 
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https://ged.com/educators_admins/teaching/classroom_materials/er_scoring_tools/ 
 

 
https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/extended_response_resource_guide_taxation_revenue.pdf 
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