Teaching Social Studies
through Political Cartoons
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In this session, we will...

Explore the basic elements of
political cartoons

Explore the role political
cartoons have played
throughout U.S. history

Review strategies and
activities to help students
learn how to interpret
cartoons

Share resources
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Ah —remember when...
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Focusing
Social Studies
Instruction

Integrating High Impact Indicators
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6 6 | agree with you that it is the duty of every
good citizen to use all the opportunities which 9 ’

occur to him, for preserving documents
relating to the history of our country.

— Thomas Jefferson

GlE[D

TESTING SERVICE®



What Should I Teach?

Social Studies Content
(GEDTS Assessment Guide — Social Studies)

T

Social Studies Social Studies
Focusing Themes Practices (Hlls)

\/

Students apply skills of analyzing and evaluating to
create meaning and understanding




Social Studies Themes

Development of Types of Key historical Key economic Development
Modern Liberties modern and documents events that of classical
and Democracy historical Civil War and shape American civilizations
governments Reconstruction government
Structure and and policies
design of U.S.
government
Dynamic Political parties, World War | & 11 Fundamental Borders
Responses in campaigns, and Cold War economic between
Societal Systems elections concepts peoples and
Contemporary Economic nations
public policy causes and Human
impacts of war migration
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Social Studies Practices

Integrating content

] ] resented in different
* Drawing conclusions and g/ j P

. ways
making inferences : :
" : Evaluating reasoning and
Determining central ideas,

Reasoning evidence
hypotheses, and ) : .
: Analyzing relationships in
conclusions
source texts

o

Analyzing

* Analyzing events
and ideas
Interpreting
meaning of
symbols, words,

—3 | Measuring the center
and phrases Decision Making Problem Solving| NS tisfc;ical I
Analyzing purpose

and point of view : -
Workbook — p. 4

Reading and
interpreting graphics,
charts, and other data
representations




Social Studies High Impact Indicators

SSP.2.a Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or
secondary source document, corroborating or challenging
conclusions with evidence.

SSP.2.b Describe people, places, environments, processes, and
events, and the connections between and among them.

SSP.3.c Analyze cause-and-effect relationships and multiple
causation, including action by individuals, natural and societal
processes, and the influence of ideas.

SSP.5.c Analyze how a historical context shapes an author's point of
view.

SSP.8.a Compare treatments of the same social studies topic in
various primary and secondary sources, noting discrepancies
between and among the sources.
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Improving Graphic/Visual Literacy

Po!li ical

Cari rons




The Tools of the Cartoonist

Cartoonists use five main elements to
convey their point of view.

« symbolism - using an object to
stand for an idea

« captioning and labels - used for
clarity and emphasis

« analogy - a comparison between
two unlike things that share some
characteristics

« irony - the difference between the
way things are and the way things
should be or the way things are
expected to be

« exaggeration - overstating or mag-
nifying a problem or a physical
feature or habit: big nose, bushy
eyebrows, large ears, baldness
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What 1s the Cartoonist Doing?

Caricature

Stereotypes
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T, mom 1 DO
KNOW MY HISTORY. TO PROVE
IT, 'LL GOOGLE BE LINCOLN




History of Political Cartoons

Began as street-level phenomenon
Posted on walls
Passed from person to person
Published in newspapers
Provided a way to spread political ideas

Became a valuable selling point for
newspapers and magazines

Allowed cartoonists to express opinions
through

Praise
Attack
Caricature tagxedo.com
Lampoon
Satire
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The First Political Cartoon

JOIN or DIE

J Y ~3
’
%
5 %
h

%

First political cartoon created by
Benjamin Franklin in the Pennsylvania
Gazette on May 9,1754.

Cartoon states importance of
the Albany Plan of Union
which proposed a
centralized government
within the thirteen colonies.

The snake is cut into eight
parts to symbolize each of
the colonies along the
American coast.

The goal was to point out the
dangers without colonial
unity.
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Important Caveats

Political cartoons
are expressions of opinion

Use emotional appeals to persuade others to accept those
opinions

Are not evidence of the way things were or the way everyone else
felt about them

Are evidence of point of view and often heavily biased
Often require students to make inferences

https://teachinghistory.org/teaching-materials/teaching-guides/21733
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Questions Students Should Be Asking




[ ITMELINE_

History via Cartoon
The Gerry- By: SKPittman

Mander Great

Depression Wall Street

1935 R
Labor CRg

A Winning Issues

Lincoln and
Douglass

Election

readwritethink #upes.... xore Thinkfinity | Y

Copyright 2013 IRA/NCTE. All rights reserved. ReadWriteThink materials may be reproduced for educational purposes.
Disclaimer: The content provided on this handout in no way reflects the opinions of ReadWriteThink or its supporting organizations: IRA, NCTE, or Verizon Thinkfinity.




What Does the
Constitution
Say About
That?

Learning about the Government through
Cartoons
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Exploring the
Connections

Political Cartoons and Life
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Those who cannot remember
the past are condemned
to repeat it.

— @eorge Santayana
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History Repeats — Great Depression and the

Great Recession
2008

—

“MILLBURY SAVINGS

After a wild week
on Wall Street,
1 the world 1s different
P . —— [\U
B e BBT-2747 RICK FULLER
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Depression and Recession from the
CaI’tOOniSt V]_ew Brothers in Distress

Copyrignt, 1935, by The Chicago Herald and Examiner.
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History Repeats — Gerrymandering (Today)

o EXACTLY, WE ELECTED
WE'RE YOUR YOU To Be QuA VOTERS.
\

ELECTED omcw.s’

GERRYNANDERED DISTRICTS

€T zore L'HEE]
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History Repeats — Gerrymandering (1812)

Elkanah Tisdale (1771-1835)




History Repeats — Wage Inequality

“WELL, AS THE FELLOWS PON'T SAY—
ANOTHER DAY, ANOTHER 75 CENTS"
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What about that swamp?
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his s the Toughest Puz:zle of the Whole Se
d We've Got to Put It Together if Possib

Taking a Deeper
Dive into
Political
Cartoons

Using Graphic Organizers
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Analyze a Cartoon (Novice)

Analyze a Cartoon

Meet the cartoon. Observe its parts. Try to make sense of it.
What do you see? Are there people, symbals, or objects in Argwar 0% bane oo o The copdon, if arciables, may heib
the cartoon? What do the symbols stand for in the artocn?

— v

Bl ALK sy id ol oBIELC T

Adp Jcovon
§ o
HITE YWhat are the people doing in the cartoond

Is thers a caption?
) YES O HD

When do you think this cartoon was dren !

What are the ohjects used for in the @rtoond

If 5o, what does the captson b=ll pou?
What is the main id=a of the cartoon?
List tw parts (words or abyects from the
Write tero words that describe the cartoon, cartoon) that support the main de=a.

£?

s

Use it as historical evidence. ® @
‘Where do you think we could find owt more information abowt the 'l‘.."
o peapke, symbols, or objects in the cartoon?
e

BIATICN AL
ARCHIVEI

Mxrrak oeomed by oW Mooonal Axchines ordd Apoons Admin e o o ow Sasic demnan, m
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Analyze a Cartoon

Analyze a Cartoon

Meet the cartoon.
Quickly scan the cartoon. What do you notice firsc!

What is the tite or caption?

Observe its parts.
VISUALS

List the people, objects, and pigces in
the corteon.

List the octions or octivities.

Try to make sense of it.
WORDS VISUALS
Which words or phrases are the most Which of the visuals are symbois?
significant?

List adjectives thot describe the smotions Whar do they siand for?
porvroyed.

Who drew this cartocon? When is it from?

What was happening at the time in history it was created?

‘What is the message? List evidence from the cartoon or your knowledge about the cartoonist
that led you to your conclusion.

Use it as historical evidence.
‘What did you find out from this cartoon that you might not learn anywhere clse?

What other decurments or historical evidence are you going to use to help you understand this
event ce topic?
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Analyze that Cartoon

... EVERY AMERICAN
CITIZEN MUST HAVE
AN EQUAL RIGHT 70

OTE. THERE IS NOg

S LITERACY TEST G Em
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And on a final note...

WELL,GENTLEMEN,
THAT WRAPS




What CanYou Do?

Bring in and share cartoons from your hometown paper and talk
about current issues that are “closer to home.”

Do “The Cartoon of the Day.” Provide students with a copy of a
cartoon. Ask them to analyze the cartoon and be prepared to
share their analyses. At a set time during the day, discuss the
cartoon. See what challenges students and address those
Issues.

Use the Constitutional Scavenger Hunt with Political Cartoons
from the National Archives.

Provide practice and build students’ understanding of historical
events.
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Resources
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National Archives

S¥NATIONAL ARCHIVES

RESEARCH OUR RECORDS

https://www.archives.gov/legislative/resource
s/education/constitution-scavenger-hunt

Blogs - Bookmark/Share - Contact Us

Search

AMERICA'S FOUNDING DOCUMENTS

[ Search Archives.gov

VETERANS' SERVICE RECORDS EDUCATOR RESOURCES VIS LS

Legislative Branch

Home > The Center for Legislative Archives > Educational Resources > Lesson Plans > Constitution Scavenger Hunt with Political Cartoons

Legislative Archives

About Us

Advisory Committee on the
Records of Congrass

Internships

Research

Search Our Records
Browse Our Records
About Our Records

Getting Started with Your
Research

Congressional Web Harvest
Researcher Talks

Resources

Education

Congress Creates the Bill of
Rights

Featured Documents
Exhibits

Constitution Scavenger Hunt with Political Cartoons

Summary

In this lesson, students will analyze 16 political cartoons drawn by Clifford and Jim Berryman during the early to mid-20th century. They will search through the
Constitution and associate each cartoon with a specific clause. Through networking exercises, students will analyze all 16 cartoons and read the entire Constitution. They
will learn about the outline and structure of the Constitution, as well as the content of many of its clauses.

Rationale

Understanding the Constitution is a vital element of the study of U.S. History and American government. Additionally, studying political cartoons allows students to
enhance the social studies skills of understanding, applying, analyzing, and evaluating information.

Guiding Question

How are the provisions of the U.S. Constitution visually represented in popular media?

Materials

16 Political Cartoon Facsimiles [3

The Constitution of the United States: A Transcript
2 Worksheets

Answer Key for Worksheet 2
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https://www.archives.gov/legislative/resources/education/constitution-scavenger-hunt

Cagle Cartoons https://www.cagle.com/

CAGLE CARTOONS> COLUMNS> TOPICS> ARTISTS> COLUMNISTS>

OPPRT & DEEEAD POLTILAL EATOINEE
=2\ Wlllléﬁ !m i

S T 700N By now, even many who don’t normally pay
x; : U N A PSS R . attention to inside-journalism stories, have

Y = BANTM®SRPR iy DoES THE NEW YOF
s\ e 1IMES KEEP BREAKING MY HEAS

taken notice of

EDITOR'S PICK



https://www.cagle.com/

DocsTeach https://www.docsteach.org/documents

, DOCS | . ..

The online tool for teaching with documents, from the National Archives PRV IS AN

(hoose o lhollsanas S ne -

political cartoons SEARCH NOW

® AllwWords © AnyWord © ExactPhrase © Partial Word

I Search only documents featured in activities created by the National Archives

w Refine by Historical Era or Document Type
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https://www.docsteach.org/documents

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommateri
als/themes/political-cartoons/set.html

uml e | ASKALIBRARIAN | | DIGITAL COLLECTIONS ( Search | Search Loc.gov m
g e = - 2

> Priman

Library of Congress

= Print [JSubscribe @Share/Save CGive Feedback

TEACHERS Political Cartoons

Primary Source Sets

[Search this site

© Teachers Home

© Classroom Materisis

© Professionsl Development
© TPS Partner Program

© Using Primary Sources

@ News and Events

[Detsd] Elsctorsl System

Themed Resources Home | Primary Source Sets | Lesson Plans |
Exhibitions and Presentations | Collection Connections | Search Terms | For Students

Specific artifacts (images, manuscripts, maps, sound files) with analysis tools help students think like historians about a
particular historical event or phenomenon.

Political Cartoons

Political cartoons paired with other historical documents let students explore the ways in which cartoonists try
to persusde their audiencs

The Spanish-American War: The United States Becomes a World Power

The Spanish-American War launched the United States as 3 world power. Yallow journalism, the USS Maine
and Theodore Roosevelt's rise to colitical power through his leadership of the Rough Riders.

Connect with the Subscribe & Comment Download & Play Questions

rary RSS & E-Mal hsk a Librariar

Contact Us TESTING SERVICE®



http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/themes/political-cartoons/set.html




Thank youl!

Communicate with GED Testing Service®
communications@ged.com
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