
2019 GED Annual Conference

Getting Students College 
and Career Ready in RLA



2



In this session, we 
will…
• Discuss the importance of helping 

students reach CCR levels in RLA

• Review the Extended Response Rubric 
Traits

• Explore the expectations for Score Level 2 
responses

• Use a report from the electronic scoring 
tool to identify areas on which to work

• Share resources
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What Does the 
Data Tell Us?
Let’s Take a Quick Look!
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National Data:  Jan 1, 2016-June 9, 2019
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How students are doing at CCR and CCR+Credit
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College Ready College Ready + 
Credit

Math
(905,400)

6%

54,324
1%

91

RLA
(881,069)

10%

88,107
2%

17,621

Science
(772,099)

11%

84,931
2%

15,441

Social Studies
(853,356)

13%

110,936
3%

25,601

Total 338,298 58,754



Persistence, Postsecondary Activity, and 
Outcomes
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Based on data matches with National Student Clearinghouse (up to Fall 2017)



Research Highlights

24% enrolled in 
liberal arts 
programs
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7% enrolled in 
health-related 

programs

Students enrolled in PSE 
had a mean GED 160 
score across content 

areas

3 out of 4 students enroll 
in 2-year institutions

4% in technology 
programs

7% in business  
programs



Education and the Workforce
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http://cew.georgetown.edu/recovery2020

http://cew.georgetown.edu/recovery2020


It Depends on Your Perception
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What Employers Want!

• According to the National Association of Colleges and 
Employers, 73.4% of employers want a candidate with strong 
written communication skills.

• Written communication was the number three most desired 
quality overall, behind leadership skills and ability to work as a 
team member.

11

"If you are trying to decide among a few people to fill a position, hire the best writer. 
[His/her] writing skills will pay off. That's because being a good writer is about more 
than writing clear writing. Clear writing is a sign of clear thinking. Great writers 
know how to communicate. They make things easy to understand. They can put 
themselves in someone else's shoes. They know what to omit. And those are qualities 
you want in any candidate. Writing is making a comeback all over our 
society...Writing is today's currency for good ideas."

-Jason Fried, Rework



Getting Started
Trait 1 – The Pivotal Trait

12



Stimulus Material
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Let’s Review!



Begin with the End in Mind
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Let’s Get Started!

• Access your copy of 
the Sample Response

• Turn to the first 
response

• Read for Trait 1
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The Report is In!
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1

3

1

2
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What’s the Starting Point?
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The claim 

• Is the roadmap with signs 
and markings

• Guides the writer and 
reader through the 
argument

• Provides the position taken

• Provides the reason “why”

• Passes the “so what” test

1

2

3

4
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Both the press release and the 
letter to the editor offer positions 
that are supported by both fact 
and opinion. The press release 
seeks to exhort the new bill for 
expansion of Highway 17, while 
the letter argues that the passing 
of the bill could prove detrimental 
to the district. While both sides 
make an acceptable case, the 
latter provides a stronger 
argument.

Which One Provides the Best Roadmap?

I feel Jenkins has the better 
argument supported by 
common sense and enough 
data to win her argument.
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• What constitutes common 
sense?

• What evidence is related to the 
common sense?

• Why does the writer mean 
about “enough data” ?

• What is the starting point?

• Where will the writer go with 
this claim?

• What about the 
Representative’s evidence? Any 
good points?

Which One Provides the Best Roadmap?

I feel Jenkins has the 
better argument 
supported by common 
sense and enough data 
to win her argument.
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• The response will explain why 
the letter writer provides a 
better-supported argument.

• The response will show why the 
letter to the editor is more 
credible than the press release.

• The response will show how the 
letter writer uses facts to 
strengthen logical explanations.

Which One Provides the Best Roadmap?

Both the press release and the 
letter to the editor offer 
positions that are supported by 
both fact and opinion. The 
press release seeks to exhort 
the new bill for expansion of 
Highway 17, while the letter 
argues that the passing of the 
bill could prove detrimental to 
the district. While both sides 
make an acceptable case, the 
latter provides a stronger 
argument.
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What do You do to Help this Student?

1. Start with the existing 
claim.

2. Identify what needs to 
change to make this a 
better claim.

3. Read through the 
student’s response and 
identify evidence used.

4. Identify what these 
pieces of evidence 
have in common.
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I feel Jenkins has the better 

argument supported by common 

sense and enough data to win 

her argument.

• Only minimum wage jobs 

created.

• Won’t replace the jobs that left

• Study says the bypass has a 

negative impact on local 

business

• State money would have been 

voted down

• Just a band aid on the scar left 

by 2 businesses closing their 

doors



Build the New Claim
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Which 
argument was 

better 
supported?

Why was it 
better 

supported?

Claim

Jenkins’ letter 
to the editor is 

better 
supported.

It is supported 
by data from a 

study and 
logical 

reasoning.

Alice Jenkins letter 
to the editor is 

better supported 
because it is more 

logical and is 
backed by data 
from a study.



Rework the Introduction

Current Intro

We have 2 opposing viewpoints 
from Representative Walls and a 
citizen and business owner, Alice 
Jenkins, concerning using tax 
dollars to expand a highway from 
2 lanes to 4 lanes.

I feel Jenkins has the better 
argument supported by common 
sense and enough data to win her 
the argument.
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We have 2 opposing viewpoints 
from Representative Walls and a 
citizen and business owner, Alice 
Jenkins, concerning using tax 
dollars to expand a highway from 
2 lanes to 4 lanes.

Alice Jenkins’ letter to the editor is 

better supported because it is 

more logical and is backed by data 

from a study.

Representative Walls and Alice 

Jenkins, a citizen and business 

owner, have opposing viewpoints 

on expanding a nearby highway 

from two to four lanes.

?
Both present good arguments 

about the impact on the town 

of expanding the nearby 

highway.

Representative Walls and Alice 

Jenkins, a citizen and business 

owner, have opposing viewpoints 

on expanding a nearby highway 

from two to four lanes. Both 

present good arguments about the 

impact on the town of expanding 

the nearby highway. Alice Jenkins 

letter to the editor is better 

supported because it is more 

logical and is backed by data from 

the study.
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What do we have so far?

Claim States what is being argued and what points are being made. 
An effective claim is debatable, narrow enough to deal with in 
a writing, and has valid evidence to support it.

Evidence Supports the claim; not personal opinions, but, information 
from reliable sources (texts).

Bridge The logical connection between the evidence and the claim -
explains how the pieces of evidence are connected to the 
claim. 

Counterclaim A claim that negates or disagrees with the claim.

Rebuttal Evidence that negates or disagrees with the counterclaim.

Conclusion Closes the essay and once more attempts to convince the 
reader that the claim is the best position on the issue.
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Your Task!

• Work with partner.

• Review the claim.

• Review the body of 

the response.

• Develop a conclusion.

Avoid
• Ending with a rephrased 

thesis statement
• Introducing a new idea 

or subtopic 
• Tacking a sentence on to 

your final point
• Apologizing for your view

Do
• Include a brief summary main 

points
• Use a quotation
• Pull it all together by showing how 

the points fit together
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There’s More Work to Do!

Trait 2 Issues

• Address the progression of ideas

• Details may be irrelevant

• Need to incorporate transitional devices to improve the flow

Trait 3 Issues

• Wordy and/or awkward construction

• Transitional word and conjunctive adverbs are missing
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Transitional Devices - Conjunctions

Coordinating Conjunctions

• Think FANBOYS – for, and, 
nor, but, or, yet, so

Example

Look in the cabinet or in the 
drawer.

30

Correlative Conjunctions

• Pairs of words that join 

words, phrase, and clauses

• both…and

• either…or

• neither…nor

• not…but

• whether…or

Example

Whether you stay or leave is 

entirely up to you.



Transitional Devices - Conjunctions

Subordinating conjunctions
introduce dependent clauses. These clauses cannot stand by 
themselves but must be joined to a main or independent clause.
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after even though than wherever

although if that whether

as in order that though which

as if in order to unless while

as though rather than until who

because since when

before so as to whenever

even if so that where



Transitional Devices – Conjunctive Adverbs

Conjunctive adverbs 
modify the action by 
creating logical 
connections in meaning 
between independent 
clauses. 

Unlike conjunctions, 
conjunctive adverbs are 
not always at the 
beginning of the clause.
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Of Addition – also, besides, furthermore, 

The lecturer had a droning voice, 

furthermore, he jumped from topic to 

topic so that the lecture was hard to 

follow.

Of Contrast - however, still, nevertheless

It’s rainy outside today; we can’t 

complain, however, as it has been nice 

until today.

Of Result – therefore, thus, consequently

Caffeine is a stimulant; thus, it can keep 

a person awake at night.

Of Time – next, then, meanwhile, finally

The office network has crashed; next, the 

power will off.



There’s More Work to Do!

Trait 2 Issues

• Address the progression of ideas

• Details may be irrelevant

• Need to incorporate transitional devices to improve the flow

Trait 3 Issues

• Wordy and/or awkward construction

• Transitional word and conjunctive adverbs are missing
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You can always edit a bad page. 
You can’t edit a blank page.

— Jodi Picoult



Bringing It All Together!

• Start with the students’ own work

• Use the Electronic Scoring Tool to assess the response

• Review the report and map out a plan

• Start with the claim and a quick fix (something easy for the 
student to change, such as removing irrelevant information)

• Spend ample time working with the claim and the evidence that 
supports it

• Review the sentences and make revisions

• Check the organizational structure

• Address any grammatical errors
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Celebrate Success!



Resources
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Access GED Webinars and More
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https://ged.com/educators_admins/program/

https://ged.com/educators_admins/program/
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Thank you!
Communicate with GED Testing Service® 

communications@ged.com
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