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Today’s Focus

➢What is a skills gap?
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➢Indicators, focusing themes, & content topics

➢Specific examples

➢General Strategies

➢Session Q&A
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What is a skills gap?

A gap is the differences between the actual performance 
and the expected performance.

• When student performance on a skill does not match what 
is expected, such as a straightforward skill that students 
seem to answer incorrectly.

• Or a common skill that is difficult but that students 
could answer correctly with more instruction.

• Guidance and clarification on these skills could help 
students improve their overall performance.
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Process Used to Identify the Gaps

Develop Items & 
Passages
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Possible Reasons for Gaps

•The students may need to improve 
their critical thinking and/or reading skills.

•Students may need additional instruction on skills 
identified as gaps and on specific knowledge 
in content topics during GED® test preparation.

•Students tend to underperform on certain items 
simply because the concepts are difficult.



Indicators, Focusing Themes, & Content Topics

GED® Assessment Guide for Educators

• https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/assessment_guide_for_educators_all_subjects.pdf

• (Copy and paste link as needed or search for “Assessment Guide for Educators”)

• Social studies begins on page 180.

• Social studies Assessment Targets (AKA "Indicators") begin 
on page 185.

• Social studies Content Topics begin on page 187.

8

https://ged.com/wp-content/uploads/assessment_guide_for_educators_all_subjects.pdf


Skill and Knowledge gaps

➢Gap 1 – Identify evidence to support inferences (SSP.1.b)

➢Gap 2 – Sequence of events (SSP.3.a)

➢Gap 3 – Compare differing ideas (SSP.3.d)

➢Gap 4 – Discrepancies between sources (SSP.8.a)

➢Gap 5 – Content knowledge
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Gap 1: Identify Evidence to Support Inferences 
(SSP.1.b)
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Cite or identify specific evidence to support inferences or 
analyses of primary and secondary sources, attending to the 
precise details of explanations or descriptions of a process, event 
or concept.

The gap:

• Reading comprehension

• Skill deficit in identifying evidence that supports inferences 

• Skill deficit in attending to precise details



Gap 1 Example #1
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Gap 1 Example #2

12



Gap 2: Sequence of Events (SSP.3.a)
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Identify the chronological structure of a historical narrative and 
the sequence steps in a process.

The gap:

• Reading comprehension

• Skill deficit in identifying the chronological order of events 
presented in a passage

• Skill deficit in social studies content knowledge



Gap 2 Example #1
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Gap 2 Example #2
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Gap 3: Compare Differing Ideas (SSP.3.d)
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Compare differing sets of ideas related to political, historical, 
economic, geographic, or societal contexts; evaluate the 
assumptions and implications inherent in differing positions. 

The gap:

• Reading comprehension 

• Skill deficit in making comparisons, logical assumptions, and 
rational inferences



Ellipses and Glossing

• An ellipsis (“. . .”) shows where text appearing in the original 
source was removed. 

• Glossing is inserting a bracketed word or phrase in place of a 
rarely used or difficult word or phrase. 
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Ellipses and Glossing – Examples 
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Gap 3 Example #1
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Gap 3 Example #2
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Gap 3 Example #3



Gap 4: Discrepancies between sources 
(SSP.8.a)
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Compare treatments of the same social studies topic in 
various primary and secondary sources, noting discrepancies 
between and among the sources.

The gap:

• Reading comprehension 

• Skill deficit in contrasting and comparing sources



Gap 4 Example #1
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Gap 5: Content Knowledge
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Test questions assume students have a basic understanding of

the social studies subject matter and terminology used in the

content topics and indicators.

The gap:

• Content knowledge deficits in civics/government and 
economics



Gap 5: Content Knowledge
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Gap 5: Content Knowledge



What is the Difference?
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Courts

President

Congress

Explore the Basics
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Article I

Article II

Article 
III

Article 
IV States



Courts

President

Congress

Explore the Basics
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Article I

Article II

Article 
III

Article 
IV

Act as Commander-in-Chief

Maintain cabinet of advisers

Negotiate treaties

Appoint Supreme Court Justices

Execute laws

Interpret the meaning of laws

Decide whether a law is relevant to a 

particular set of facts

Rule on how a law should be applied

Determine whether a law is constitutional

Coin Money

Establish the Budget

Regulate Commerce

Declare war and support an army and navy

Make other laws to carry out powers

States
Create and enforce their own laws

Respect laws of other states

Extradite criminals

Have a representative government

Follow “supreme law of the land”
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RIGHTS RESPONSIBILTIES

Bill of Rights

• Life, Liberty, and Property

• Freedom of Religion

• Freedom of Speech and Press

• Right to Bear Arms

• Right to Assemble and Petition

• Right to Trial by Jury

• Protection from Unreasonable 

Searches and Seizures

Vote

Pay Taxes

Obey Laws

Serve on Jury
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https://www.constitutionfacts.com/

https://www.constitutionfacts.com/


From Bill to Law
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https://constitutioncenter.org/
interactive-constitution/the-
constitution

https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/the-constitution


Content Knowledge – Access Online Resources
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http://www.annenbergclassroom.org

Copyright and Use of AnnenbergClassroom.org Books:
All AnnenbergClassroom.org books are free for viewing at AnnenbergClassroom.org 
and may be downloaded only by teachers and students without charge.

http://www.annenbergclassroom.org/
https://www.annenbergclassroom.org/about-us/copyright-policy/AnnenbergClassroom.org
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http://docsteach.org/

Content Knowledge – Access Online Resources

Except where otherwise noted, DocsTeach is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. Primary source 
documents included on this site generally come from the holdings of the National Archives and are in the public domain, except as noted. Teaching activities on this site 
have received the CC0 Public Domain Dedication; authors have waived all copyright and related rights to the extent possible under the law. See our legal and privacy 
page for full terms and conditions

DocsTeach is a product of the 
National Archives education 
division.

http://docsteach.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://docsteach.org/privacy
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
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http://sheg.stanford.edu/?

q=node/21

Content Knowledge – Access Online Resources

The lessons and assessments available on this website via PDF download or Google Drive 
hyperlink are governed by Creative Commons Licenses.

http://sheg.stanford.edu/?q=node/21


General Strategies

• Share the GED® indicators and content topics with your students. The 
content topics can be used as a teaching/study guide.

• Review key foundational concepts/content. 

• Remind students to carefully read the questions and excerpts.

• Encourage students to study key definitions and terms.

• Encourage students to read more. Strong reading skills 
will benefit students in all 4 subject area tests.

• Encourage students to analyze the content they read on a daily basis. 
Strong critical thinking skills will benefit students in all 4 subject 
area tests. 
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Thank you!
Communicate with GED Testing Service® 

help@ged.com

Debi Faucette – Debi.Faucette@ged.com

Susan Pittman – skptvs@gmail.com 
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