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What Works Best?  



Session description

• With many prep products to choose from, how do teachers and learners pick the 
right ones?  We will talk about learning styles of GED students and how they can 
use a variety of GED products for the best fit and a successful finish.  Use cases 
will be shared based on best practices with GED +, GED Ready, GED Flash, GED 
Live, and more.
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Agenda

• Data on the profile of the GED learner and preferred learning styles

• Test prep products and efficacy

• What’s important to learners?
• What’s working for your learners?
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Profile of the GED® learner
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From GED Analytics demographics, 2024

*Note that all learners are asked how they are preparing 
during GED.com test scheduling; this is an optional 
question, and not all learners answer.

• 45% of 362,000 learners report that 
they prepared in an adult ed class 
during the past 18 mos

• 17% say they use GED Ready
• 14% say they use printed study 

materials
• 12% say they prepared with a teacher 

or tutor
• 7% say they are using an online course 

or videos
• 5% are using something else
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What do we know about the GED learner?



If a learner takes their first test, they are 
likely to finish all 4

• Completers:  61% of learners 

who start testing, finish taking all 4 

tests

• Passers:  75% of test-takers 

passed their test last year

• In limbo: 39% are getting stuck 

along the way, and not completing
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3 Segments of learners identified from those who 
take & pass all 4 tests
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Most successful segment is Determined – they take the 
most GED Ready tests, purchase the most prep products 
and take, on average, 60 days, before first test
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Learning Styles of the GED learner
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105,000 GED learners have taken a Learning 
Preference Survey
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• 64% of learners who started the survey completed it
• Most learners prefer an auditory style of learning; 

Kinesthetic, Interpersonal and Intrapersonal are nearly tied 
for next preferred style



GED Manager users can see student’s learning style in 
student details
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Clicking on the learning style will open a 
description of all 7



GED.com Study Page includes Learning Preference 
Assessment 

Fun Fact:
50% of candidates who take 
the assessment already took 
a GED Ready or a GED test, 
proving it’s never too late to 
learn about your learning 
style! 



All Learning Preferences displayed in GED.com 

• Learners can see what 
the seven learning 
preferences are before 
they take the 
assessment.

• This information will also 
be on the GED Manager 
side on Student Detail.

Fun Fact: The highest percent of 
GED learners are Auditory 
learners



Taking the Learning Preference Assessment is easy, 
launching in GED.com account 

Fun Fact:
Most learners take 10-
20 mins to complete the 
Learning Assessment



After taking Learning Preference Assessment, learner 
gets recommended study tools 

Learners see more 
details about their 
learning 
preference. 

They will also see 
one to three study 
choices that best 
fit their learning 
preference.



Guide for teachers to use learning preferences in the 
classroom
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Includes
• Detailed description of each 

style
• Classroom strategies for each 

style
• Study suggestions



Test prep recommendations



Content recommendations are based on outcomes 
data, accessibility, and meeting the learner’s preferred 
learning style 
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GED+ learners who 
stick to their GED 
Advisor’s 
instructions are 2x 
as likely to earn 
their high school 
credential than 
those who study on 
their own.

GED learners who 
attend GED Live 
online classes on 
average improve 
their pass rate from 
49% to 77%

GED learners who 
practice frequently 
on GED® Flash 
scored on average 4 
points higher on 
their GED® test



GED+ :  An Advisor-led GED journey
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• GED Advisors are not teachers; 
they are navigators

• Learner Journey includes taking a 
GED Ready to determine study 
needs; recommended test prep 
products and GED Flash for review 
before testing

Profile of the GED+ learner:
- Very self-motivated
- One subject-at-a-time
- Older than avg age (>23 years)
- Pass the test quickly
- 2X more likely than the average 
independent learner to pass all 4 
tests

https://app.ged.com/portal/study/gedPlus



GED Live  – Live online classes with Kaplan 
instructors
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https://app.ged.com/portal/study/classes#gedLiveOnlineClasses

• GED Live classes are held 
weekday evenings; 
recorded sessions are 
available in an online library

• Learners can buy Math or 
RLA as single subjects, or all 
subjects

• Learners who take a test 
after using GED Live 
improve their pass rate 
likelihood to 77%

Profile of GED Live Learners
• Prefer an Auditory style of 

learning
• Like to participate with other 

learners
• Want an instructor-led 

experience but cannot get to a 
classroom



GED Ready® – more than 1 million GED Ready tests 
taken per year
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• Learners who take a GED Ready 
perform several points higher on 
the GED test

• The most successful 
‘Determined’ learners take 5 
GED Ready tests, on average, 
before they credential

Profile of the GED Ready learner
• Diverse pool of learners – 

international, domestic, 
independent, and adult ed 
students

• Learners can purchase on their own on GED.com
• Teachers can purchase in bulk from GED Marketplace or GED 

Direct (with GED Manager access)
• https://app.ged.com/portal/study/practice



GED Flash  – thousands of practice questions to 
help learners skill drill
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• GED learners use Flash when they want 
more practice, but don’t need a full 
course of study

• Teachers and GEDWorks advisors use 
GED Flash as a skill drill just before test 
day

• GED learners who practice frequently 
on GED® Flash scored on average 4 
points higher on their GED® test

Profile of the GED Flash learner
• Great for the independent learner – 

intrapersonal and kinesthetic – who like 
to practice what they will see on the 
test

• Used in many adult ed classrooms



GED Flash – What’s new with the product from 
Aztec Software  
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Rafa



GED & Me  – the official GED mobile App, is the 
independent learner’s guided path to a successful 
testing experience, but teachers like it, too!

“Thank you for making a 
GED App that is the best 
thing ever! I feel like I can 
finally feel confident in 
passing my GED using the 
practice questions and it 
works perfectly please don’t 
change it I really love it. …
I really truly want an 
education this is much 
needed in my life“
 App user feedback



GED Grads – 
what got them to the finish line



Poll results from GED grads



Tell us about your learners
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Poll questions
What prep tools do you use routinely with your students?
GED Ready
GED Flash
GED Live
Something else

What has been most effective at helping your students pass the GED tests?
A book
Practice tests that I created
GED Ready
GED Flash
Online software
Something else

What’s on your wish list for GED test prep in the future? (open-ended)
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GED Product Showcase

 Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



In summary - GED learners and resources that work

More than 1 million GED 
Ready tests are taken 

each year
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Auditory is the preferred 
learning style for the 

highest percentage of 
learners

Determined learners are 
most successful at 
passing all tests

• 61% of learners who start 
testing, finish taking all 4 

tests

A variety of learning 
materials can help get 

learners to the finish line

Use the GED & Me App 
to build confidence in 

learners
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Thank you!
Questions?
Jane.Bledsoe@pearson.com



Session Survey
Your feedback is important. Please 
scan the QR code below to rate this 
session.
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APPENDIX
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• primarily involved a factor analysis with 349 participants.

• was a field testing of the questionnaire involving in-depth 
interviews with a small sample of adult volunteers with a less than a 
high school education.

• examined inter-rater reliability by comparing the agreement 
rates between 3 different raters and subscale development was also 
undertaken during this study

•
• The validity of the MIDAS scales was examined during six studies. The 

results of these investigations showed consistent results in content 
validity, construct validity, concurrent validity, predictive validity and 
contrasted criterion groups.

• MIDAS has adequate reliability and sufficient construct and 
criterion validity to conclude that when validity indicators are 
taken into consideration the MIDAS provides a "reasonable 
estimate" of the person's intellectual disposition in the seven 
designated areas (Visual, Auditory, Kinesthetic, Interpersonal, 
Intrapersonal, Verbal, Logical)

Research conducted on the Learning Preference Assessment 
indicates a reasonable estimate of a learner’s preferred style

• WithYouWithMe’s learning preference test is 
based on the Multiple Intelligences 
Developmental Assessment Scale (MIDAS) 
developed by Branton Shearer PH.D. 

• It’s a consumer survey (not proprietary) 
where learners self-select how they prefer to 
consume content. 

• Results are presented based on aggregated 
weighting of most common content 
consumption preference.
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Background Research


