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Session Objectives

• Explore thinking and reading skills in 

social studies

• Identify strategies and activities to 

build social studies content 

knowledge 

• Integrate graphic literacy into social 

studies content

• Share resources
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Why study history?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQ3pagHPrMY
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“We are not makers of 

history. We are made by 

history.”

— Martin Luther King, Jr.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQ3pagHPrMY
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Thematic Lessons

Integrating Concepts
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Students apply skills of analyzing and evaluating to 

create meaning and understanding

Social Studies 

Focusing Themes

Social Studies Content 

(GEDTS Assessment Guide – Social Studies)

Social Studies 

Practices

What Should I Teach?
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Focusing Themes – Narrowing the Focus

Social Studies Example Topics

Civics & Gov’t

(50%)

US History

(20%)

Economics

(20%)

Geography & 

World

(15%)
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Development 

of Modern 

Liberties and

Democracy

• Types of 

modern and 

historical 

governments

• Structure and 

design of U.S. 

government

• Key historical 

documents

• Civil War and 

Reconstruction

• Key economic 

events that 

shape 

American 

government 

and policies

• Development 

of classical 

civilizations

Dynamic 

Responses in 

Societal 

Systems

• Political 

parties, 

campaigns, 

and elections

• Contemporary 

public policy

• World War I & II

• Cold War

• Fundamental 

economic 

concepts

• Economic 

causes and 

impacts of war

• Borders

between 

peoples and 

nations

• Human 

migration
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Primary Sources

Engage, Connect, Develop, Construct
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What is a primary source?

Primary 
Source

?

?

?

??

?

?

Primary 
Sources
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Why use Primary Sources?

Primary sources 

• Engage students

• Connect past to present

• Help develop critical thinking skills

• Enable students to construct knowledge
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Sample Tool for Close Reading
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Observe

• What did you notice first?

• Describe anything about the text that looks 

unfamiliar.

• How is the information arranged?
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OBSERVE

REFLECT

QUESTION

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lK8gYGg0dkE
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Reflect

• What was the purpose of the document?

• Who was the audience?

• What events were happening around the 

creation of this document?
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OBSERVE

REFLECT

QUESTION
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Question

• What claims does the author make?

• What evidence does the author use to 

support those claims?

• What else do you wonder about it?

• Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?
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OBSERVE

REFLECT

QUESTION
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Using the Process

15

Review the excerpt of the primary 

source assigned to your group.

Use the Observe – Reflect –

Question process to analyze the 
source.

Be prepared to share.

OBSERVE

REFLECT

QUESTION
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Do you know the A, B, Cs of the 

“Founding Fathers?”

Historian Richard B. Morris in 

1973 identified the following 

seven figures as the key 

Founding Fathers: John 

Adams, Benjamin Franklin, 

Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, 

Thomas Jefferson, James 

Madison, and George 

Washington.
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Which Founding Father are You?
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https://www.constitutionfacts.com/?page=foundingFatherShort.cfm
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Engage with the Source

Three Purposes

• Introduce

• Explain

• Describe
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Did you know?
• The constitution 

includes a little over 

4,500 words.

• It was written on four 

sheets of papers.

• Written in 1787, it is 

the oldest written 

constitution in the 

world that is still in 

use.
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Student Activity - Break it Down

What does each phrase in the Preamble really mean?
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We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, 

establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, 

promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves 

and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States 

of America.

https://www.constitutionfacts.com/?page=foundingFatherShort.cfm


© Copyright GED Testing Service LLC. All rights 
reserved 6

Content Matters – Focus on Social Studies 3/2018

GEDtestingservice.com  •  GED.com23

RIGHTS RESPONSIBILTIES

Bill of Rights

• Life, Liberty, and Property

• Freedom of Religion

• Freedom of Speech and Press

• Right to Bear Arms

• Right to Assemble and Petition

• Right to Trial by Jury

• Protection from Unreasonable 

Searches and Seizures

Vote

Pay Taxes

Obey Laws

Serve on Jury
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Voting – Your Voice 
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History Repeats
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20081929
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Don’t Forget Maps!
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Maps of the World
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Graphics in Social Studies
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GED® Sample Social Studies Questions –

Look Familiar?

31 GEDtestingservice.com  •  GED.com

Strategy for Making Inferences

• Step 1: Gather clues and read “between 

the lines.”

• Step 2: Reach conclusions based on 

evidence and reasoning (Ask:  Does it 

make sense?)
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Teach Inferences from Simple to Complex

Inference = Finding the Clues
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From Simple to                                                          Complex

Pictures/ 

Advertis-
ments

Comics Sentences Short 

paragraphs

Longer, 

more 
intricate 

passages –
fiction/

mysteries

Longer, 

more 
intricate 

passages -
nonfiction
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Using Photographs

• What do you observe 

in this picture?

• What does it remind 

you of?

• What is the 

photographer’s 

purpose?

• What inferences can 

you make based on 

what you see in this 

picture?
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Using Photographs
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• What do you observe 

in this picture?

• What does it remind 

you of?

• What is the 

photographer’s 

purpose?

• What inferences can 

you make based on 

what you see in this 

picture?
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Improving Graphic/Visual 

Literacy

36
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What is the Cartoonist Doing?

Symbolism

Exaggeration/Distortion

Stereotypes

Caricature

Humor and Irony
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Teaching Inference through Editorial 

Cartoons
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Resources for Social Studies

Review the Workbook
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Resources for the Classroom
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http://www.gedtestingservice.com/
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Thank you!

Communicate with GEDTS

communications@GEDTestingService.com
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